144               Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Most medicated salts are merely a combination of common salt with some other chemical such as sulfur. This woulc^ not be effective in the prevention of goiter. The old-fashioned stock tonic will not serve unless it contains the necessary amount of iodine and is fed continuously. Either mix the salt at home or buy salt specially prepared for goiter prevention. Potassium iodide may be purchased at any drug-store. The granular form is best.
CHOKE
Choking is a common occurrence in cattle. Autumn is the usual time for it to appear. Choke is caused by an obstruction of some kind in the back part of the mouth or throat and even far down in the oesophagus or gullet. It is a serious condition and, unless the animal is promptly relieved, death may follow.
Cause
Choke may be caused by swallowing anything too large to pass through the gullet. Cows frequently choke on such roots as potatoes, turnips, kohlrabi, mangles, beets, or turnips. Large pieces of pumpkins and apples often become lodged in the throat. Some cows have a mania for eating sticks, tin cans, and bones. These usually cause trouble. A cow is a rapid eater, being in about the same class as a dog in this respect. A dog fortunately has a relatively larger gullet in comparison with its size and, therefore, does not suffer as much as the cow. Under certain circumstances a cow may attempt to swallow almost any object. The effect would be the same whether the object were a potato or a bone. The potato would be easier to remove because the bone is likely to have sharper points which would stick into the sides of the gullet.
Symptoms
The cow stops eating and looks very uneasy. It may cough, gasp for breath, and even try to vomit. Saliva some-